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6LD-POKES 

The San Luis Obispo Atari Computer Enthusiasts is an 
independent, non-profit organization of Atari Computer Users. 
The group has no connection Kith Atari Corp. or any other 
comercial entity. References to products and trademarks 
are for purposes of identification only. Opinions expressed 
in this newsletter ire those of the individual authors and do 
not necessarily represent or reflect the opinions of any user 
group or the SLO-POKES, fieabership fees end subscription to 
the newsletter are *15.00 a year, Reibership includes access 
to the SLO-POKES disk library, a password for the BBS systee, 
and discounts at local stores, Periisssion to reprint 
articles in any non-coeiercial publication is permitted 
provided SLD-POKES and the author, if applicable, are cited. 
The newsletter is avaiable to other Atari User Eroups on an 
exchange basis. 
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ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PASS: *35.00 
HALF PABE; *20.00 
QUARTER PAGE; *12,00 
BUSINESS CARD: t 7.00 

News itees, short articles, original programs, product 
reviews, and other aaterial of interest to the aeebership are 
eagerly solicited. Hubers are entitled to free classified 
ads. These aay be submitted by sail to PD Box 4156, San Luis 
Obispo, CA 93403 or to the BBS (805) 481-9603 with extension 
.NWS Deadline is three days before the end of each aonth. 
AtariHriter files are preferred but anything legible and in 
English will usually get printed, 


Parameters for AtariHriter files for Newsletter; 

B12 01 62 15 L0 R34 S2 T2 V132 
For STNriter, change R34 to R60. 

SLO-POKES BBS (805! 4B1-9603 


388 - IL - IE Meeting Notes 
by George Crissaan 

It was a dark, starless night. The PS4E building was 
like a hawk roosting on the hillock near Harsh at Higuera. 
All around ae, traffic was cruising past, unaware of the 
scheduled aeeting to be held in the baseaent of the 
building before ae. Adopting a casual air, 1 penetrated 
the defenses of the tain entryway, knowing that it is 
usually less secure because of the appearance of security. 
Giving the secret password to the security officer, ( 'Good 
Evening, Sir.* 'Oh ... uh ... er ... GOOD Evening, Yes, 
indeed. A Very good evening. Yes, 9006 , Indeed.*} I 

breached the defenses and stole down the stairway. As I 
rounded the final corner, approaching the dark and shadowy 
aeeting place, I heard 'Yeowl Ghosts Everywhere! How's av 
health? I guess we start Atari Tiae again tonight. 
Rather than beat a strategic reverse advance, the new worD— 
for retreat, I looked around the corner and noticed it was 
Fearless President investigating a Hord Processor for this 
evening's aeeting, 

CALL TO ORDER 

There were 4 aeabers present at 7:04 Ph. 

There were 7 aeabers present at 7:07 PH. 

There were 10 aeabers present at 7; 10 PH. 

There were 12 aeabers present at 7:12 PH. 

It was decided to start the aeeting at 7:12 so that we 
would not exceed the aaxiaua capacity of the aeeting roos, 

ANNOUNCEHENTS 

Tonight is a focus on word processors, printers will 
be considered next aonth due to the aassive scope of the 
topic. 

Howard Ferguson is the Interia Crusading Editor of the 
newsletter. He will take it *... for awhile ....* He now 
has the club printer and software, and is actively seekin, 
articles for printing. 
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Question: Should the club supply tailing labels to 
— 4 he newsletter editor? Notion from the floor t*Ves f of 
.ourse we should 1 ), seconded, approved with no dissenting 
votes, It was noted in discussion that £0 copies go to 
letters , 38 copies are sent out on an exchange basis* 
Besides, supplying the labels tay hook the newsletter 
editor for awhile. 

There will be a raffle tonight, a package of i T M8 
address labels, and a factory-fresh copy of Gauntlet, a 
popular arcade gate that has *001 y one, teeny, tin or bug 
... it locks up in two-player mode,* It's compatible with 
the XE's, and a companion disc allows an extra 512 levels 

of play. ’But the instructions are in German.* noted 
Fearless, before he found out they were in French. 
’Gol-l ee t B he said. Items are courtesy of Computer Logic. 

WORD PROCESSING 

Unlike a food processor, a word processor does not 
dice, slice, chop, or puree the written word, Instead, it 
allows you to organize, rearrange, and easily edit the 
written word (a "document *) for legibility and clarity in a 
a manner impossible with a typewriter, 

Question: Is there an advantage to having more than 
one word processor? 

Answer: The best word processor ever made is the one 
you learn to use. Some Word Processors allow certain 
functions that others do not allow, but are all generally 
the sa^e. 

PUBLIC DOMAIN WORD PROCESSORS 

The low cost of a public domain word processor is it's 
big draw, but is usually incomplete in functions offered. 
User documentation or extended features could be missing. 
Available word processors include: 

a) Speedscript. The Atari version is entirely 
adequate. You can page, and control printer features, 
It's free,, copy courtesy of you local user's group 
president. Displays 48 columns on the screen. 

b) Antic Writer. This almost made it to commercial 
release. It’s surprisingly capable and is authentically 
confusing with 2 (count 'em, two! documentation files. The 
file is so large, it had to be split into two: it wouldn't 
fit into memory otherwise, It also features cryptic help 
screens, and EQUATE statements to control the printer, You 
must spend time to learn Antic Writer in order to use it. 
Displays 4B columns on the screen* 


c) Script or and Speedscript-Bi* They are here 
tonight, written in BASIC, They are a tad slow, and there 
is quite a waiting period before you start. 

COMMERCIAL WORD PROCESSORS 

a) Atari Word. Comes with 2-inch thick user manual, 

displays a full 08 columns from a 48 column window, and 
retails for the low, low price of Sales of this 

product are, well, disappointing. 

b) Atari writer Cartridge. Has a print preview 
option, has a 41 column window over an 61 column document* 
This cartridge sold in droves, and was at one time 
recommended as a ’best buy" by “a major consumer 
publication.* A hardcopy function listing for Atariwriter 
was available for members to take home. 

c) Atariwriter +. Evolutionary improvements, 
including a spelling checker for newsletter editors, Big 
problem is that printer drivers from Atariwriter were not 
compatible with Atariwriter +. There IS a dime around 
containing a printer driver construction set. 

d) Paperclip by Batteries Included. Early versions 
shipped with a key that was to plugged into the joystick 
port. Was a very good package. 

e) Bank Street Writer, ported from ’another machine 1 . 
Workable, usable, 

f) The newest, most recent is from XLEHT Software. 
Documentation is skimpy, the packaging is shoddy, but the 
software itself is a real gem (don’t get excited, ST-er's), 
a sleeper of a good program. It allows you to incorporate 
graphics with text, such as pictures from the Koala Pad. 
If s not copy protected, and ifs becoming the Fearless 
Choice due to it's graphics support. 

and) Quickpix allows Print Shop (tm, Broderbund) 
graphics within an Atariwriter file, It works, it's quick, 
and looks good on the screen. It has drop-down menu's, and 
other goodies. Price is unknown. You need Print Shop to 
use Quickpix , but what Atari Owner doesn't have Print Shop? 
Oh, really? That many??? 

also) Typesetter: Reviewed during previous months. 
Page Designer: Little brother to Typesetter. 
Rubber Stamp: Allows you to build icons* 

and-and) Homepak by Russ Wetmore. A three-for-one 
package that includes Hometeri (mode* communications), 
Hotefind (database program), and Hometext (word 




Mega ST’s are 


Here! 


4 Million Bytes Memory! 


Detachable Keyboard 
Battery Backed Clock 
Blitter Chip for Extra Speedy Graphics 
Internal Fan, Expansion Slot 
Exclusive Paradise 1 Year warranty 
Runs ST Software 
(Can run Mac + PC, too!) 

And 4,096K of Memory! 


Largest Atari Dealer on the Central Coastl 


proces&ingl. Koaetext doesn't use standard Atari fonts: 
just plug in your own, and voila I You are litited in the 
siie of your docuaent, but it supported *ost hoie 
applications. 

also-also) Using the 00-col uan Diniview Chip, you 
also have access to fitariwriter + 80 and Speedscript 88 
iOaniview). They function identically to their 40-coluan 
predecessors, but display 88 colutns instead of 48. 

also-and) There are four word processors for the 
Atari ST, They are First Herd (initially included with all 
ST's sold), Word Plus Ian upgrade to First Word), STNriter 
(ported froi the Atari 388 - XL - KE’s, supports twc-coluan 
printing), and Word Perfect (the coaplete word processor 
with spelling checker, footnoting, and other good stuff 
like that). 

and-also) Rueors of Final Word and Microsoft Word for 
the ST could not be verified. 

DEMONSTRATION 

Script 08. Works with Axioa, Gorilla Banana, and even 
full-blown Epson printers. Initialization is slow, but 
prograe really flies when running under Turbo Basic (the 
disc of the aonth, soae aeons ago). 


Suestion; Does Hegafont work with Script 88? Ybl 
f because it's not Word Processor sensitive. Meg af end 

translates text to bit-aapped graphics, then prints the 
graphics iiage. It works best when you delete the control 
codes and set the printer to noraal print. List the fiie 
i to the disc (Atariwriter, save to disci, Works with either 
ASCII or ATASCIJ. 

With a decent printer (Star Hi- 16 , Epson anything, or 
whatever), you can support a download character set. You 
aake up your own font style, store it to the RAM in you 
printer, and when you send the ASCII characters to the 
printer, it uses the font you sent it instead of it’s own 
font when printing. 

Hegafont converts text files to a graphics foraai, 
then duaps it to the printer, bypassing the download 
character set entirely. Hegafont should be used only after 
word processing is coaplete. 

Suestion) Is Hegafont slow? Absolutely right -- 
graphics aode is slow on any printer, but the overall 
effect is pleasing when printing is coaplete. The typeface 
should reaain the sate throughout the docuaent. 

Atariwriter + has a spelling checker and e dictionary. 
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Spellchecker is an afteraarket spelling checker that 
Harks nith east text tiles. 

Spell Magic is a public detain spelling checker that 
slot, but interactive in the nay it works. 

Question : Dictionary? Really? 

Answer: Well, no. All it offers is spelling, not 
definitions or classification as to part of speech. 

DEMONSTRATION 

First XLENT word processor. Noted for it's colorful, 
blinking cursor. Veu print using either the Joystick or 
the keyboard. 'It seeis wierd,' noted Fearless, 'but it's 

just an XtENT thing they do....' 

It does printed reports in double coluans if desired, 
has a aail aerge capability, and prints to the screen using 
what looks like a print head in 68 coluans. 

Question: Nhy one or two passes on double-coluan 
print? In the two-pass aode, the word processor waits at 
the bottoa of each printed page for you to roll up the 
ier before it prints the second column. 

First XLENT is for the 130 XE, but also works on the 
46F. aachines. In the 13B IE, it offers additonal functions 
not available in the 868's or XL’s, as well as longer 
docuients. At only $29. 95, less 1BX User 6roup Discount, 
‘this is a real sleeper of a progra* 1 I'a going to be 
using it acre and aorE!' enthused Fearless. 

Question: On the 136 XE, when you run out of aeaory, 
do you hit a key for lore? Which key? 

Answer: (Silence! I don't know, 

BREAK 

The break was declared at 8:15, raffle tickets were 
available at the record-beating price of 4 for $1,16! This 
is a aassive iaproveaent over last aonth when they were 
only 3 for $1.66. 

The break ended at 8:36. 

SUMMING UP 

In conclusion, there is no advice, no suggestions 
regarding any of the available word processors. Just 
reteaber to read the documentation. 


Tour Editor Speaks 

Another MBnth goes by and as I see the Months pass 1 
often wonder about the future of Atari and of the Atari 
support for the computer that I bought with their naie on 
it a few years ago. I used to own (in fact I still do! a 
TI/99 coiputer and soon after I bought it the Texas 
Instruaents coapany decided not to aake the Tl-99 any lore. 
Although they promised to continue to -support the TI-99, 
the support was that of Maintaining what we already had, 
and not in new software to aake our TI-99 more useful and 
fun. This proved to be true for the third party software 
folks as well. Although soae still support the Tl, very few 
developed new software for the TI and a few that had just 
completed soae great software and hardware iteas for the Tl 
simply dropped the line altogether. 

In contrast, Atari has definitely aoved on to better 
coiputers and hardware, like the ST, but they have yet to 
forget the 9-bit folks. It seeas that they are still 
interested in supporting the shrinking aarket of 8-bit 
users and they are even creating new 8-bit aachines at a 
low cost for those who cannot afford, or do not need the 
high power of the ST or IBM type aachines. They are 
providing new hardware to expand the abilities of the 8-bit 
1 coiputers and they are supporting third party software 
developers to this extent rather than ignoring these 
developers like the TI peoplE tried to do. 

1CD should be Mentioned here as well because these 
people have spent a lot to aoney and time producing high 
, quality software and hardware supporting the Atari 8-bit 

line. Such things as the SpartaDOS and MID boards have 

helped to take these low budget coiputers expandable into a 
, very powerful machine. DespitE their shower speed, they 

can do aost any job which these staple and low cost 
additions. 

But 1 aa afraid that the buck doesn’t stop here. I 

■ust aention the support of the local coiputer supply 

stores. 3 bought ay coiputer froa thes a few years ago and 
, they have always been interested in servicing *y continuing 

; needs for support, repair and new innovations. Lets face 

it, with a limited aarket, they face soae risk in providing 
software and hardware for us. Every piece of software that 
they buy to put up an the shelf is a risk to thea because 
i they are trusting us to buy it if and when we need it. Kith 
□ut their trust, we would be at the aercy of aail order. It 

you are like ae, see the itei in ay hot little hand once ] 

lay out the cash, is worth the few extra bucks it aay cost. 
Plus, they can answer ay questions about it before 1 buy 
it, rather that face disappointment over something that 1 
buy through the aail, which light not live up to ay 
expectation. 

In conclusion, let ae offer three cheers for those who 
trust us enough to continue to support a coaputEr that is 
not the 'State of the art'. I think that we can trust thei 
to provide this high level of support for the ST even when 
(not if) it also becoies slower or less capable than the 
t new coiputers. 

Howard Ferguson, 


- ■*! — * 
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(Free Z-flagazine Issue 7B) 
Barbage-Dn-The-Line 
by Calaeity Jane 

Diary of a Nad SysOp 

I don't know what qualifies one as a SysOp?? I wonder 
if all SysOp's are unhinged, obsessed, or just a wild, 
deranged, raging, lunatic? Nhy does one spend a whole heck 
of a lot of ones personal Use and aoney on this 
leisure-tiae activity?? Not only tiae and aoney, but the 
speculation, reflection, brainstoraing, anxiety, 
conviction, and deterai nation! ! Boaething... aaybe it's in 
the air, or at least on the phone lines !! 

As The Prairie Chip goes for an online tiae of three 
years, it has been thru a lot of changes and growth. 

Fast.Aais, Tod.Aais, OASIB and now FoRefl. Onward 
guard, so they say. Soae of the callers have been with ae 
since the beginning, others coae and go. Every SysOp 
appreciates, you, the caller. Soae of you 1 appreciate acre 
than others. The use of handles vs. real life nates is 
usually up to the SysOp. I like handles, lets have soae 
fun!! The Chip gets the usual handles (several Joe Cool's 
in various stages of spelling) but soae of the*.... 1 have 


to ask, as to what the heck IT is, where the heck did you 
coae up with IT, and whether or not IT is dangerous. Soae 
• very clever handles, and I always wonder how alike you are 
with your handle? After all, IT is an extension of your 
personality. Virgin Killer??? haa*... 

Nothing exasperates ae Bare than when the ever present 
YELL is activated and before I can physically aove to the 
computer the caller has logged off. Hiaait, I get tired of 
"let's get the SysOp to juap* gate. 1 .recognize these 
callers and aake a aental note. SysOp's do not sit at 
cowaand headquarters waiting to answer your chat. Sole 
SysOp's (sls-op’s (long I> in England) do not chat. 1 
chat. I have found it another way to get to know people 
and 1 like it. ! a* aore than happy to help. Be it 
looking up that forgotten password, helping the new caller 
with logging on (without adding 5 naaes to the hard disk), 
aaking your way around the systei or coaparing the hPH of 
the wind or the depth of the latest snow. Yes, ay BBS is a 
friend, and very auch a companion, I care about several of 
you very auch, you are good coapany!! 

When all goes well, running a BBS is fun, challenging, 
satisfying, captivating, aausing and exciting. Hhen all 
goes bad, a SysOp's job is boring, frustrating, tiresoae, 
tedious and annoying. <FoReH has iaproved on this 
situation treaendously) One can go froa a star to a bua in 
one afternoon. Nothing auch (besides equipment failure! is 


New for the 8 hit! 


SX-212 1200 baud modem 
XEP-80 80 column box with printer interface 
Alternate Reality - The Dungeon 
Arkanoid 
Gauntlet 
Mouse T rap 


£ 1 © 


80 Columns! 
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worse than a hard disk crash or heaven forbid, the message 
bases crashing. Remember, the first rule is there are no 
"lies, but a good one could be: (lake A Back-Up" What I aa 
^fitting at here, is if you encounter a problem using a 
'stem, be patient* And be kind !! Leave a message to the 
jysQp with as inch intonation as possible. Hhat the error 
was, what you were attempting to do, anything helps really. 

] know a certain things lean certain things!! 1 do the dumb 
and stupid, 1 just try not to let you catch te at it !! 

One of ny biggest peeves, is, those who are done on 
the systei and just drop carrier. ARSSHh !! This 
irritates ae lore than a duib tessage that lakes no sensei! 
Please log-off properly, ft systei reaeabers you!! Hhat 
does it say about you as a caller, when your stats show 47 
downloads to 8 up loads??? You could he treading on shaky 
phone lines here!! Remember, there is tore to lost BBS's 
than the [FI and [Y1 commands!! Don't be a coiputer wimp. 

This can be thankless job. But 1 guess I don't do it 
for that reason. I'll tell you who has the truly thankless 
job. The Co-SysOp* s of the world. I try to show ty 
appreciation as luch as 1 can, but it just never seeis 
enough. So, to the Co-SysOp's of the BBS world, this is a 
thank-you froi everyone who doesn't realize what it is YOU 
do!! 


The SI212 modei includes both the standard RS232 port 
and the Atari 8-bit 510 port. However, B-bit users should 
be aware that the software to support this wdeo through 
the SID is not yet released - in the .eanti.e, the .ode. 
tan still be used through an B50 or equivalent interface. 

t 0 J 1 IS? ’■Jr!-?-" a po " Er suppIy menlici] 

t *he 2MB si, a detailed aanual, and special offers fro» 
«r vices 6 GenerSl EleCtricl and 811 (B T te "agazinel online 


i 

( 






RS232-equipped coiputer, a full RS232 cable is needed 
J-wire cable does not work with smart modems. 




Nhen the software is ready, Atari will .arket an 
add-on package for 8-bit users. This will contain an SIO 
cable and a disk which includes the wodew driver and the SI 
Express terminal prograa by Keith Ledbetter. 


The suggested list price of the SX212 .ode. is *99.95. 


f 


Tele-computing is a facinating way to communicate and 
in theory, quite simple. 

The ability to get two sachines to interact, whether 
they are across the room =or across the world. I at always 
interested in whose been on the BBS, always glad to see 
soteone who has been away, and always glad to teet someone 
new. On top of the desk a picture of ty Breat-Srandfather, 
taken in 1913, sitting at one of the first telephone 
switchboards n the Rocky rtountain area, He operated this 
switchboard out of his hone just Hest of Denver, and 
probably felt the sate way as I do operating ty electronic 
gadgets. I feel a deep kin-ship with hi* and try to offer 
the sate satisfying service the look on his face projects. 
Till then.*. be chatting at ya' !! -=-CJ-=- 

Penission Bran ted to Reprint.*, with proper credit 

* 


(Fro# Z-Hagazine Issue 71) 

ATARI NEWS UPDATE 
From BEnie ST RT 

The Atari 5Y212 mode* is currently shipping to Atari 
dealers in the USA. The first shiptent arrived at the 
Sunnyvale warehouse during this past week. 

The 5X212 is a Hayes-compatible modem which operates 
at 128E baud (and also at 8-380 baud). Its Hayes- 
compatibility extends to the S-registers. 


(Froi I-Hagazine Issue 72) 

ATARI NEWS UPDATE 
..From BEnie Services Atari RT,, 

The IEP80 88-column adapters are in the Atari 
warehouse in Sunnyvale and are available for immediate 
shipment to dealers. 

The XEP80 plugs into the 2nd joystick port of any 
Atari 8-bit computer. Any video monitor can plug into the 
3TEPBB and deliver true 88-column text. An extra port on the 
XEP0B allows standard parallel printers (ST or IBK 
compatible) to plug directly into the B-bit Atari 
computers. 

The driver program for the IEP80 lets it take the 
place of the E: device. Software that is compatible with 
the E: device (such as Atari BASIC) will work in SB coluans 
without aodifi cation. Other software that writes directly 

| t0 thE 5Creen (bypassing the OS) would need wodificatior. 
before working in SB columns. 

Atari is working on Atari Nr iter 88 and Silent Butler 
B0 to support the IEPS8. Delivery dates on these products 
are not yet set. 

The XEP8B retails for *79.95. 

The new IE Gaie Systei has also arrived in Sunnyvale 
and is on its way to toy stores and other retailers in the 
USA. 

The IE Bate Systei retails for *149.95. It coies with 
a sophisticated keyboard, a light gun, and three top gates 
including Flight Siiulator II, Hissile Conand, and Bug 
Hunt. 
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(Free 2 -Hagan re Issue 73) 

2HA6 TECHNIQUE 

...The Sound of Digital Herriaent... 
by Hr. Boodprabe 

Host connoisseurs of fine food Hill share with you the 
fact that there is no finer coapliaent to a great seal than 
a fine Mine. This holds true in the coaputer world also, t 
there is no finer coapliaent to a good prograa than soae 
super sound! This week's hardware hints will aid you in 
your quest of true 'tusic to your ears'! 

Although the sound is naturally limited which your 
Atari B bit coaputer can produce, soae of this deficiency 
in the quality of the sound produced is due to lack of 
effort on the part of aany prograaaers, A few recent 
releases for the Atari B bit cceputer that 1 have had the 
privilege of seeing seea to be on the road to correct this 
though. He can take a long step toward enhancing the sound 
by soae clever hardware hacking. 

If you are presently using a portable TV with your 
Atari systea, the easy way to access the audio would be the 
aonitor jack, You can purchase a aonitor cable, any with 
your style aonitor plug and 2 leads or acre with RCA style 
piugs on the* will suffice, at your local TV shop, Video 
store, or the like. Siaply plug the cable into the back of 
your coaputer, and pop the other end into the tape or 
auxiliary jack of your hoae stereo. Don't worry about 
putting it in wrong, as it can not hurt anything. If you 
hear a loud buz? when you turn on the stereo you know you 
plugged in the wrong jack, aerely choose another and insert 
it. If you wish 2 channels to produce this coaputer 
generated audio, you can purchase a stereo synthesizer for 
about 5-18 dollars. This will not produce true stereo, but 
will give you 2 separate audio channels, Plug the 
aonitor /audio lead into the adapter, and then plug the 
output leads frot the adapter into the tape or auxiliary 
inputs of your stereo, 

If you are using a aonitor with your Atari coaputer 
systea, your task is a bit harder, but the results will be 
just as good. I would advise you to obtain a lead that has 
an RCA style jack on one end, and stripped, bare wires on 
the other. After testing the quality of the sound produced, 
you iay wish to drill a seal 1 hole in the back end of your 
coaputer and insert the bare end of the 2 conductor wire 
through this hole. After you opened your coaputer and 
safely stowed the screws and cover, look for the following 
part in your Atari: 


Hodel f Part t Location of part 

808 ! R194 i On aotherboard, on 

right hand side, next to 
i 4,7k Isaall standing electro 
narked Cl 79. 

808x1 !R7 or ! Dust below 8 pin IC, 1C 
is left-center of board 
i R8e i At left-hand side of 
saae 1C R7=2k R8-5.1k 


1288x1! LI i At top right of 

cartridge port, is the 
Biddle of the 3 juapers 
w/ black ferrite beads 
on thea 


65* e !R7 or ! Located just below B 
pin IC, and at right 
side of 

!R8* I 1C, 1C is directly 

below RF nodulator7=2k 
RS=5. Ik 


130xe IR7 or j Located just below 8 
pin IC, and at right 

sitf? of 

188* !IC, IC is directly below 
RF tod ul at or R7=2k 
RS-S.lk 


*= Try connecting to either of these 2 resistors, it will 
sound better on one or the other of then, depending on your 
stereo and the anount of amplification it provides. Connect 
wear it sounds best to you! 

Ok, there you have it! Now, although you will not 
receive concert hall audio, the difference will be quite 
noticeable! One gate I would recoaiend you trying so you 
can see what ‘this baby can do’ would be the fine Karate 
gate called Korld Championship Karate by Epyx. 

• 

One further audio note: the owners of Cottodore 1782 
■ortitors can use the audio jack tounted on the front of 
their aonitor for an interesting purpose. He all well know 
that when one is using their favorite word processor or 
have logged on to their favorite bulletin board. ..there is 
no sound! To change this, sitply run a line frot the tape 
outputs of your stereo to the audio input jack of your 
aonitor. You sitply haven't lived until you listened to 
'Flight of the Butblebee' while using Paperclip to write 
your long-lost Aunt Bertie! 

-Hr. Soodprobe- 
!on lend fro*) 

Hidtown TV 
(216)633-0997 
Atari 8/16 Repair/Sales 
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(Froa 1 -Magazine issue 73) 
FED UPDATE 
by H. 6. Brown 


Looting on the horizon is the specter of the Federal 
Coiauni cations Commission's 'Amendments of Part 69 of the 
Coiaission's Rules Relating to Enhanced Service Providers', 

If the aaendaents are adopted as proposed, local 
telephone companies will be allowed to charge enhanced 
service providers (such as Tyinet and Telenet, to nate a 
few) by the ainute. The added costs will be passed on to 
users of these services. 

While the FCC daias these aaendaents are part of a 
long-range policy 'toward a lore econoaically rational 
pricing scheaE’, their good intent in dropping the 
exemption becoaes suspicious when applied to those who are 
using these services for data coaaunications. 

Since the exeaptions were first allowed in 19G3, a 
nuiiber of data coaaunications specific businesses have 
sprung up in coapEtition with traditional providers, to 
serve the access needs of coaputer users. This growth has 
followed the upward trend in use of coaputer data 
coaiunications by business as well as the general public. 

Low cost coaaunications services such as the 

innovative and popular PC Pursuit, begun in 19B5 by GTE 
Tenet, are helping sake new ideas in telecoaaunications 
.sible. At night and during weekends, PC Pursuit allows 
users in soae 500 cities to aake the long-distance link to 
25 cajor metropolitan areas for a flat fee of $25 a eonth. 

PC Pursuit and services like it have created acre 
affordable inforaation exchange tediua 'for the rest of 
us'. Suddenly, bulletin board systeas and sialler 
inforaation systeas becaae centers for national exchange of 
inforaation and ideas. Specialized systeas have sprung up 
to satisfy the needs of researchers in such diverse areas 
as genealogy and health care, and shareware producers 
suddenly find theaselves with a ouch wider aarket. Even the 
aore traditional software and hardware producers are 
setting up their own BBS systeas as a way to provide 
technical support. 

According to a recent stateaent by Telenet, if the 
proposal is adopted 'PC Pursuit’s current 'flat-rate/ 
uni tailed usage' service would have to be repriced to a 
per-usage basis, including an estimated $7 to $9 per-hour 
access charge. It is doubtful that the service would 
survive at this inflated rate*. The deaise of PC Pursuit 
would be followed by the destruction of innovative work on 
and for aicrocoiputers and telecoaaunications. 

Individuals, snail businesses, non-profit 
'ganizations and libraries are likely to be hit the 
jrdest and aost directly by the proposals. Many libraries 
around the country now offer their patrons electronic 
database searches. With the added costs, such services in 
rural and seal! libraries are unlikely to continue because 
of the increased costs. Even patrons who never request an 


on-line search will suffer. Interlibrary loan and book 
cataloging are increasingly dependent upon reasonably 
priced interstate telecoaaunications. 

One of the FCCs goals is the 'eliaination of 
unreasonable discrimination and undue preferences aaong 
rates for interstate services*. Vet discriiinations should 
be aade, especially when you consider that phone coapanies 
provide all sorts of special arrangeients for toll 
carriers, including switching aachines costing Billions of 
dollars and special trunking exclusively for toll carriers. 
Packet-switched networks such as Telenet, however, receive 
no special treatment. They connect into the local network 
in the saae aanner you and I do- through ordinary lines. 

Scee argue that packet-switched networks lake heavier 
use of those ordinary lines. Heavier use is already priced 
into business rates, however, about five tines residential 
rates. The largest expense, having the line installed to 
begin with, is not dependent on the aaount of use, 

The FCC has not awakened to the fact that data 
transaission is now being used as a secondary Beans of 
coiauni cations by more and lore ’coaion’ Americans. This 
personal coaaunication and inforaation revolution is in 
, full swing and should only be expected to grow in the 
foreseeable future. This growth path will be stunted if 
this proposal is adopted, 

By all estimations, more people and businesses will 
suffer that will gain if the FCC's proposal is adopted. It 
seems that eliiinatmg the exemption will not only affect 
the progress of telecommunications in this country, but 
will slow the progress of other developing technologies 
depending on the free flow of inforaation as well. 

(Thanks to Bruce Hiller for sources quoted in this 
article) 
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